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Dear Friends, 

Elaine Green, our Educare trainer, has retired after 9 wonderful years with Phakamisa.  Margaret, our first and 

only secretary, will retire at the end of the year after 13 incredible years. These two women have each 

responded to the call God made on their lives, offering their own unique talents, which were exactly what 

Phakamisa needed to evolve into the programme it is today.  THANK YOU GOD for them!  

Elaine and Margaret, it was an awesome privilege it was to work with you.  Thank you for the selfless, sacrificial 

giving of yourselves: for walking the extra 100 miles; for not asking what was in to for yourselves, but for 

others; for the LOVING example you were to all of us. May God bless you both richly as you enter this new 

season of life called retirement. We pray you will reap the benefits of what you have sown and so continue to 

sow seeds of love in the new places you find yourselves, for, I sense, God is not finished with you, yet!! 

 

I asked them each to write a reflection of their time at Phakamisa so we can all share in celebrating their lives 

with God, for I clearly hear God saying:” Well done, good and faithful servants.  In you, I am well pleased.” 

Glenda 
 
FROM ELAINE:  

Glenda has asked me to reflect on my journey over the past 9 years as a Trainer with Phakamisa. While 

gathering my thoughts on how it all started I realised that the beginning for me was a clear call from the Lord 

to get involved in His work. I left a secure, government-funded teaching post in a good school to embark on 

work I was not experienced in, but had a heart for. It was a real step in faith! 

Initially coming to grips with the way Phakamisa worked was a real challenge, as I had not understood the 

scope and extent to which this mission impacted the lives of those who were previously disadvantaged. Many 

and varied have been the tasks I have undertaken and certainly the pre-school teacher training part was 

clearly but one aspect of the work – caring, listening, counselling, transporting, entertaining, etc. were all part 

of the job – we often joke about what our “job description” entails!  

The students I dealt with in the early years tended to be older ladies who were looking after young children in 

their communities. Some could speak no English, and many had had very poor schooling themselves - which 

did make communicating with them a little difficult. With the passing of time and the improvement in the 

education system (though there are still many problems that still need to be solved!) the students attending 

our courses are definitely better educated and the younger ladies can mostly speak reasonable English. There 

is a greater understanding of the importance of the pre-school years and thus more commitment to applying 

what they have learnt in the workshops, in their schools. 

The Monitors with whom I work are central to the success of the teaching I do as they are the eyes and ears 

of Phakamisa, ensuring that what the ladies learn in the workshops is transferred to the classroom situations. I 

salute them for their dedication and hard work. 

 

Another aspect of the work that has shown wonderful progress is the number of past students who are either 

running their own crèches/pre-schools, or are supervisors in community schools. The training teachers have 

received over the years has enabled them to better themselves and therefore their families, improving their 

personal situations as well as the lives of the little ones they work with. 

 

I have thus far only made mention of the teachers and their development, however the caregivers need also to 

be applauded! They are the backbone of their communities and certainly without them the children of South 

Africa would be in deep trouble. I am constantly amazed by the love, care and concern shown by them  
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towards those who are in need. Their faithfulness and love for God under extremely difficult circumstances 

continually humbles me. 

As I look forward to my retirement I go in the knowledge that Phakamisa is Gods’ love in action. It has been 

so obvious to me that as our donors and friends have continued to support the project over the years, God has 

been allowed to do His work.  

I wish Phakamisa strength and success in the years ahead. I wish to thank Glenda, the Board and all the 

donors for allowing me to be so richly blessed through my work. 

God Bless, 

Elaine 

 

FROM MARGARET: 

It is hard to believe that 13 years have passed since I was invited to join Glenda as secretary 

in the then very new Phakamisa after leaving John Wesley School. 

What an amazing journey it has been as I have had the privilege of watching the miracle of 

Phakamisa unfold. 

I call it a miracle because never a day has passed without God providing for our needs.  There 

were days when something very small happened so small that you almost miss it but when you 

look back you know that it only could have been because God had planned it. 

Then there are the times when we know that He has provided in the most wonderful way – 

immediately.  I think of the support of our faithful donors who through their generous giving 

has allowed the project not only to continue but to grow, our volunteers who have faithfully 

supported us by stepping in to help wherever they have been needed, our beautiful training 

kitchen, our vehicle but most of all the wonderful people that He has brought together to be 

part of Phakamisa.  

What a joy it has been to be part of the beadwork project.  On so many occasions I have 

stood in awe of the beautiful work the ladies have produced often under very difficult 

circumstances.   

I would personally like to thank everyone who has supported this project by buying our 

beadwork and look forward to receiving many orders in the future. 

Phakamisa is a very special place it has never been a place where you only go to work it is 

where friends gather to share our joys and sadness as we work together. 

There is so much that I will miss – the beautiful singing as the people worship together in the 

church, the smiles as they walk by, their love that they give so readily, my colleagues who 

have taught me so much about Zulu culture and traditions . The donors who I have had the 

privilege to meet and those that I have got to know via email. 

 

In closing I would like to pay a special to tribute to Glenda – she has taught me so much about 

giving “real love” to our people.  It has been an honour to work with her and I salute her for 

everything that she has done to uplift the people whose lives she has touched.    

 

Now that we are both leaving Phakamisa at the end of the year I would like to wish the new 

team well as they take the project into a new phase. 

With love and blessings from Margaret. 



 

 


